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Study Abroad
Guide

A practical guide for prospective
Undergraduate and Master’s candidates

& phdtribe

Explore study opportunities in the
UK, USA, Canada, New Zealand,
Australia, Europe and Dubai

Welcome to the PhDtribe Study Abroad Guide.
This guide is designed to help you navigate your
journey to studying overseas with confidence.
From choosing the right destination and program
to understanding admissions, documents, funding,
visas and next steps—this guide brings together
everything you need to plan smart and succeed

internationally.
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Inside this guide ST A LS e s

@ Choosing the right destination

Need expert support with

Undergraduate admissions -
x ; your study abroad journey?

@ Master's admissions

@ Application timelines . _
Contact questions@phdtribe.com

@ Documents you need
@ Funding and scholarships Visit www.phdtribe.com

@ Student visas and requirements
Start your international study journey

@ Preparing to move abroad
ot with PhDtribe today.
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1. Choosing the Right
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Study Destination

Your best study destination depends on your academic goals,
budget, career plans and preferred student experience.

% w
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Best for: Shorter degrees, world-class
universities, global recognition.

Typical strengths: Research excellence,
specialised programs, post-study work.

Good to know: 2-year master's common;

strong international community.

@ Canada

Best for: Quality education, safety,
work-life balance.

Typical strengths: Research funding,
diverse programs, post-study work.

Good to know: PR pathways available;
welcoming multicultural society.

@ Australia

Best for: Top universities, great lifestyle,
strong graduate outcomes.

Typical strengths: Research quality,
industry links, post-study work.

Good to know: Popular choice for
international students.

‘ |  Dubai

£ ys»

Best for: Broad program choices,
top rankings, research opportunities.

Typical strengths: Innovation, funding
options, industry connections.

Good to know: Higher tuition; strong
campus life and networks.

@ New Zealand

Best for: High quality education in
a safe, scenic environment.

Typical strengths: Research focus,
small class sizes, student support.

Good to know: Post-study work visa
available; relaxed lifestyle.

0 Europe

Best for: Affordable education,
cultural diversity, travel opportunities.

Typical strengths: Historic universities,
research, multilingual environment.

Good to know: Costs vary by country;
learn basic local language.

Best for: Modern infrastructure, global exposure, career opportunities.
Typical strengths: Industry connections, international campuses, tax-free income.
Good to know: Cost of living is higher; warm climate year-round.
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Questions to ask
before you choose

What is your
preferred course?

Check availability and
course reputation.

What is your budget?
Consider tuition fees and
cost of living.

What are the visa

and work rights?
Review student visa rules
and post-study options.

What lifestyle and
climate suit you?
Think about weather,

culture and environment.

Are scholarships
available?

Explore funding and
financial aid options.

How does it support
your long-term goals?

Align your choice with
career and life plans.

Need help choosing
the right country
and course?

e Contact
questions@phdtribe.com

Visit www.phdtribe.com
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2. Undergraduate
Admissions Roadma

Studying overseas as an undergraduate requires early planning,
strong academics and a well-prepared application.

1. Who this pathway is for 2. Common entry requirements

» Strong high school/secondary results

* School leavers completing secondary
education (A-Levels, IB, CBSE, HSC, etc.) » English language proficiency (IELTS, TOEFL,

_ Duolingo, etc.)
o Transfer students currently enrclled in a 4 i
¢ Programme-specific requirements

university or college looking to study abroad (prerequisites, tests, portfolios)

¢ Minimum GPA or equivalent as set
by the university

3. Documents you will
usually need

4. What universities look for

¢ Academic readiness and subject knowledge

s Passport

e Academic transcripts * Motivation and clarity of goals

e CV /resume (if relevant) ¢ Extracurricular activities and achievements
» Personal statement / essay ¢ Leadership potential and initiative

e Recommendation letters (if required) ¢ Strong communication skills and

» Portfolio or test scores where needed overall fit

5. Pro tips

o Apply earlyto - o Tailor your e Track deadlines - ° Verify entry e Ask for guidance
increase your : application to each . and follow : requirements . from teachers,
options. : university. : instructions. ; carefully. : mentors or experts.

Undergraduate Admissions Process: 6 Simple Steps

. P
-

£,
.

Research Shortlist Prepare Apply Receive Offer Accept and Plan
Explore courses, Narrow down Gather documents Submit complete Review offers Accept your offer,
universities and universities that and prepare for applications and compare your arrange visa,

destinations. match your goals. tests (if required). on time. options. accommodation
and more.
- N

Need support with your undergraduate applications?
Email questions@phdtribe.com
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3. Master’s Admissions Roadmap

‘ A strong master’s application shows academic preparation, clear career
direction and a convincing reason for postgraduate study.

Types of Common Documents
master’s degrees admission you may need
requirements
m Taught Master’s | | @ Tragscrigls
Coursework-based with @ Recognised bachelor’s degree
assignments and exams. o ; @ CV/resume
Academic performance )
Statement of purpose
q Research Master’s e
Re=earch-fociisad with 3 thesis @ English language proof @ References
or dissertation.
@ Programme-specific © Passport
= Professional Master’s requirements @ Portfolio, writing sample,
Career-oriented with practical or research proposal

skills and industry relevance. (where relevant)

Selection criteria Pro tips |
@ Academic fit @ Match the course to your goals

@ Clarity of goals @ Research the university

@ Relevant experience @ Follow instructions carefully

@ Research interest @ Prepare strong references

@ Communication skills @ Explain your motivation clearly

The 6-step master’s admissions process

Explore Check Build Submit Respond to Prepare for
Options Eligibility Documents Offers Visa

Need help with your master’s application strategy?
Contact questions@phdtribe.com
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4. Application Timeline

The strongest study abroad applications are built

over time. Use this timeline as a planning framework.

3

Timeline reminders

15-18 months before

Requirements vary
Define goals, explore countries, @ by country and
identify courses. institution.

Scholarships may

12-15 months before ﬁ close early.

Shortlist universities, review entry
requirements, plan your budget.

Visa processing
takes time.

9-12 months before

Prepare tests, request references,
draft your statement, gather transcripts.

Keep digital copies
of all documents.

Submit applications, track deadlines, with a checklist.

respond to university queries.

3-6 months before

Review offers, confirm funding,
accept your place, start visa preparation.

Want a personalised
appflcatmn plan?

6-9 months before . Stay organised

Email
questions@phdtribe.com

Visit

www.phdtribe.com

0-3 months before

Arrange accommodation, book flights,
prepare documents, attend
pre-departure sessions.

© 000
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Building a Winning
Application

Your documents tell your story. Each one should support your
academic goals and show why you are a strong candidate.

O 0 o o

Need your documents reviewed?
Contact questions@phdtribe.com

1

Personal statement /
Statement of purpose

Explain your motivation and passion
for your field.

Highlight your academic interests
and research experience.

Describe your future goals and how
the programme fits.

Show why you are a good match for
the university and supervisor.

etc.) are needed.

2. CV or resume

@ Include your education and
academic qualifications.

Highlight achievements, awards
and recognitions.

List relevant projects, publications
and presentations.

O O ©

Show practical experience and
leadership where relevant.

4. Research proposal

3. References _
or portfolio

@ Choose referees who know your ;

work and potential. @ Clearly state your research question
@ Provide them with your CV and or creative focus.

application details. ® Explain the methods, approach and
@ Ask early and give them enough expected outcomes.

time to respond. @ Tailor it to the programme guidelines
@ Ensure their contact details are and supervisor interests.

up to date and professional.

, 6. Interview preparation
5. English and other tests
& Research your programme, professors

@ Check which tests are accepted and recent projects.

(TOEFL, IELTS, PTE, etc.). @ Practice explaining your background
@ Note the minimum scores required and research clearly.

by your programme. @ Prepare examples that show your
@ Book your test early and prepare skills and motivation.

consistently. @ Prepare thoughtful questions to ask.
@ Check if other tests (GRE, GMAT, @ Dress professionally and be yourself

with confidence.

@

Before you submit

| have reviewed all documents one final time.

All required documents are included.
Application deadline is confirmed.

All documents are proofread and error-free.
Files are correctly named and in the right format.
| have saved copies of everything submitted.

000000

/
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and Visas

A successful study abroad plan combines academic readiness with
a realistic financial and visa strategy.

1. Funding options

@ Scholarships
@ Bursaries

(] Assistantships where relevant

@ Family support
& Education loans

@ Sponsorships

3. Student visa
checklist

@ Valid passport

@ Offer letter or confirmation
document

@ Evidence of funds
@ Health or insurance requirements
& Visa forms

@ Biometrics or embassy steps

@ Apply for scholarships early
@ Compare living costs

6. Scholarships, Budgeting

2. Budgeting
essentials

@ Tuition

& Accommodation
@ Transport

& Food

@ |Insurance

@ Study materials

@ Emergency funds

4. Accommodation
choices

@ University halls
@ Shared private rentals
@ Homestays

& Temporary arrival
accommodation

® Location considerations

Money-smart tips Need help understanding
funding and visa steps?

@ Understand deposit requirements Visit www.phdtribe.com

@ Plan currency and banking
@ Keep a contingency fund

9 Questions? questions@phdtribe.com | www.phdtribe.com

@ Email questions@phdtribe.com
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7. After the Offer:

Pre-Departure and Arrival |

Once you receive an offer, your focus shifts to practical
planning, confidence and a smooth transition into student
life abroad.

After you receive an offer

@ Review the offer letter and any conditions

& Confirm your acceptance within the deadline
@ Pay depaosits or tuition fees if required

@ Organise your funding and payment plan

Pre-departure checklist

Apply for and obtain your student visa
Arrange accommodation

Book flights and plan your arrival
Prepare essential documents

Get health insurance

Pack smart and check baggage rules

0000000

Share your itinerary and emergency contacts

Settling in

@ Attend orientation and campus tours

& Open alocal bank account

@ Getalocal SIM card and learn transport options
@ Register with local healthcare services

& Explore your new city and build a routine

Academic and cultural adjustment

Understand classroom expectations and assessment
Manage your time and academic workload
Communicate proactively with faculty and peers
Look after your wellbeing and seek support

Q0000

Build your network and get involved

Common mistakes to avoid
Missing important deadlines

Submitting incomplete paperwork

Leaving accommodation arrangements late

Underestimating living costs and budgeting poorly
Mot reading visa conditions carefully

Q00000

Failing to ask for help when you need it

Need support
before you travel?

e Contact questions@phdtribe.com
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8. How PhDtribe Supports
Your Study Abroad Journey

PhDtribe helps prospective undergraduate and master’s
candidates move from uncertainty to a clear, confident application plan.

1. Our
support
services

Profile assessment

Country and course
matching

Application strategy
Document guidance

Statement support

Interview preparation

OCO0O000 00O

Pre-departure guidance

2. Your

next-step
checklist

Choose your preferred
destinations

Shortlist programmes
Review requirements
Prepare your documents
Plan your budget

Organise your timeline

Ask for support early

Ready to study overseas?

e Contact questions@phdtribe.com

Visit www.phdtribe.com

% 3. Why work
with PhDtribe?

0 Clarity at every step of
your journey

o Strategy tailored to your
goals and profile

Confidence to present
your best application

from experts

v
0 Personalised support
v

A smoother, stress-free
application process






